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PRESS RELEASE 2 March 2026 – For Immediate Release
Lincoln Climate Commission Warns Removal of Net Zero Target Puts 12000 Jobs and 1.2 Billion Pounds of Annual Economic Value at Risk
Lincolnshire County Council's proposed new Environment Policy removes the county's commitment to net zero by 2050, explicitly opposes solar farms, wind turbines and electricity pylons, and has been accompanied by its council leader publicly campaigning against renewable energy infrastructure and its mayor advocating for fracking. The Lincoln Climate Commission believes this combination of positions represents a fundamental change of direction — and that its economic consequences are the same regardless of what the programme is called. Reform UK has cited figures of up to £225 billion to claim that net zero is unaffordable. The independent analysts whose work was used to generate that figure have publicly rejected this as a misrepresentation. In reality, the net cost is less than £70 per person per year (less than 20p per day). The county's existing green economy already employs 12,000 people and generates £1.2 billion annually. That investment is now at risk.
The Lincoln Climate Commission has responded to Lincolnshire County Council’s statement that it is not scrapping the Green Masterplan but reviewing and renaming it under the new Council Plan.
The Commission says the name of the plan is not the real issue. The key change is that the draft Environment Policy removes the county’s target to reach net zero by 2050. In the Commission’s view, dropping that target could put jobs and future investment at risk.
The Council has said that most of the principles behind the Green Masterplan will stay the same and that it will continue carbon reduction work where it can show value for money. The Commission agrees that public money must be spent carefully. However, it argues that removing the net zero target changes the direction of travel. A clear long term goal gives businesses and investors confidence. Without it, Lincolnshire risks looking uncertain at a time when other areas are competing strongly for clean energy investment.
Lincolnshire already has a significant green economy. More than 12000 people work in the sector and it generates around 1.2 billion pounds a year, according to figures from the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership before it closed in February 2025. Grimsby is a major centre for offshore wind operations. There are also several large solar projects across the county and new energy infrastructure approved at Flixborough. Most of this investment comes from private companies rather than the County Council.
The question is not whether the Green Masterplan is renamed. The question is whether Lincolnshire positions itself to benefit from one of the largest industrial transformations of our generation. Removing the net zero 2050 target sends a signal to investors that the county is stepping back from that opportunity.
Simon Croxton, Chair of the Lincoln Climate Commission
The Commission also notes that on 31 July 2025 Richard Tice MP, Mayor Andrea Jenkyns and Council Leader Sean Matthews launched the Lincolnshire Opposes Renewable Eyesores campaign opposing solar farms, pylons and battery storage. Mayor Jenkyns has also expressed support for fracking in the county, although fracking has been subject to a moratorium in England since 2019.
On costs, Reform UK has claimed that net zero could cost up to 225 billion pounds. The Institute for Government, whose report was cited in support of that figure, has publicly stated that its work was misrepresented and that most of the spending identified would be private investment rather than taxpayer funding.
The Climate Change Committee estimates that reaching net zero would cost less than 70 pounds per person per year on average. The Office for Budget Responsibility has warned that failing to act on climate change could cost far more in the long term.
The Commission also stresses that recent spikes in fuel bills were driven mainly by global gas supply shocks, not by renewable energy. Expanding domestic renewables reduces exposure to volatile international fossil fuel markets.
The Commission is calling on the County Council to retain a clear long term carbon reduction target in line with national law and to ensure that reviewing the Green Masterplan does not mean stepping back from supporting renewable energy and green jobs in Lincolnshire.

Notes to Editors
The Lincoln Climate Commission is an independent volunteer led advisory body established in September 2020 bringing together local businesses, the University of Lincoln, Lincoln City Council and civil society organisations.
The Environment Policy and Green Masterplan. The draft Lincolnshire County Council Environment Policy dated 6 March 2026 is a council document currently in draft form going before Full Council. The Green Masterplan Project Closure Report authorised on 23 January 2026 confirms that the Masterplan is being closed as a transformation programme and superseded by the new Environment Policy. The removal of the ambition to meet net zero by 2050 is stated within the draft policy
More than 12000 jobs and 1.2 billion pounds in annual economic value for Greater Lincolnshire’s green economy were identified by the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership prior to its closure in February 2025. The Partnership also identified up to 60 billion pounds of potential private low carbon investment over fifteen years.
NET Zero cost evidence: The New Economics Foundation in May 2025 estimated that halting large scale renewables would cost the United Kingdom economy between 67 and 92 billion pounds and eliminate more than 60000 jobs by 2030. The Climate Change Committee Seventh Carbon Budget February 2025 estimates the net cost of the balanced pathway to 2050 at less than 70 pounds per person per year. The Office for Budget Responsibility Fiscal Risks and Sustainability Report July 2025 concludes that climate inaction could add more than 50 percent of gross domestic product to public debt over the long term.
The Lincolnshire Opposes Renewable Eyesores campaign was launched on 31 July 2025 by Richard Tice MP, Mayor Andrea Jenkyns and Council Leader Sean Matthews.
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